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native.
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(g) Environmental and socioeconomic
consequences.

(h) List of preparers.

(i) Distribution list.

(3) Index.

(k) Appendices (as appropriate).

§651.44 Incomplete information.

When the proposed action will have
significant adverse effects on the
human environment, and there is in-
complete or unavailable information,
the proponent will ensure that the EIS
addresses the issue as follows:

(a) If the incomplete information rel-
evant to reasonably foreseeable signifi-
cant adverse impacts is essential to a
reasoned choice among alternatives
and the overall costs of obtaining it are
not exorbitant, the Army will include
the information in the EIS.

(b) If the information relevant to rea-
sonably foreseeable significant adverse
impacts cannot be obtained because
the overall costs of obtaining it are ex-
orbitant or the means to obtain it are
not known (for example, the means for
obtaining it are beyond the state of the
art), the proponent will include in the
EIS:

(1) A statement that such informa-
tion is incomplete or unavailable.

(2) A statement of the relevance of
the incomplete or unavailable informa-
tion to evaluating the reasonably fore-
seeable significant adverse impacts on
the human environment.

(3) A summary of existing credible
scientific evidence that is relevant to
evaluating the reasonably foreseeable
significant adverse impacts on the
human environment.

(4) An evaluation of such impacts
based upon theoretical approaches or
research methods generally accepted in
the scientific community.
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§651.45 Steps in preparing and proc-
essing an EIS.

(a) NOI. The NOI initiates the formal
scoping process and is prepared by the
proponent.

(1) Prior to preparing an EIS, an NOI
will be published in the FR and in
newspapers with appropriate or general
circulation in the areas potentially af-
fected by the proposed action. The
OCLL will be notified by the ARSTAF
proponent of pending EISs so that con-
gressional coordination may be ef-
fected. After the NOI is published in
the FR, copies of the notice may also
be distributed to agencies, organiza-
tions, and individuals, as the respon-
sible official deems appropriate.

(2) The NOI transmittal package in-
cludes the NOI, the press release, infor-
mation for Members of Congress,
memorandum for correspondents, and a
“‘questions and answers” (Q&A) pack-
age. The NOI shall clearly state the
proposed action and alternatives, and
state why the action may have un-
known and/or significant environ-
mental impacts.

(3) The proponent forwards the NOI
and the transmittal package to the ap-
propriate HQDA (ARSTAF) proponent
for coordination and staffing prior to
publication. The ARSTAF proponent
will coordinate the NOI with HQDA
(ODEP), OCLL, TJAG, OGC, OCPA, rel-
evant MACOMs, and others). Only the
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the
Army for Environment, Safety, and Oc-
cupational Health (DASA(ESOH)) can
authorize release of an NOI to the FR
for publication, unless that authority
has been delegated. A cover letter
(similar to Figure 5 in §651.46) will ac-
company the NOI. An example NOI is
shown in Figure 6 in §651.46.

(b) Lead and cooperating agency deter-
mination. As soon as possible after the
decision is made to prepare an EIS, the
proponent will contact appropriate fed-
eral, tribal, state, and local agencies to
identify lead or cooperating agency re-
sponsibilities concerning EIS prepara-
tion. At this point, a public affairs plan
must be developed. In the case of State
ARNG actions that have federal fund-
ing, the NGB will be the lead agency
for the purpose of federal compliance
with NEPA. The State may be either a
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